
MINUTES  
 

 
DÚICHE DHÚN GARBHÁN / LIOS MHÓR 

DUNGARVAN AND LISMORE DISTRICT MEETING 
 

HELD ON 14th MAY 2018 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, CIVIC OFFICES,  
DUNGARVAN at 2.30pm. 

 
 
PRESENT:           
 
 Cllr. Tom Cronin 
Cllr. Damien Geoghegan 
  Cllr. Pat Nugent 
 Cllr. Seamus O’Donnell  
Cllr. James Tobin  
Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Declan Doocey 
Cllr. Siobhan Whelan 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:         
   

Mr. F. Reidy, A/Director of Corporate, HR 
Mr. G. Hynes, Senior Engineer, Roads 
Mr. H. O’Brien, Executive Planner 

 Ms. J. McGrath, Senior Executive Engineer, Roads 
 Mr. R. Moloney, Senior Executive Officer, Environment 

Ms. S. Breathnach, Administrative Officer 
 Ms. H. Dunphy, Meetings Administrator 
 
VOTES OF SYMPATHY         
 
Ms. Caoimhe O’Brien, Mr. John & Michael Woods and Ms. Mary Kenny.  A vote of sympathy was also 
expressed for the 40 Palestinian people who died on the 14th May, 2018. 
 
VOTES OF CONGRATULATIONS:         
 
To Brideview Drama Group who finished 2nd in the All Ireland Drama Festival, 2018 and to Camphire 
Equestrian Event Committee. 
 
 
1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES          
 
Minutes of District Meeting held on 9th April, 2018 were proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. 
Whelan and agreed. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING          
 
Cllr. Pratt stated that the Cappoquin residents are concerned with the decision not to implement traffic 
calming measures in the area and requested Council to revisit it. He thanked the Council for adopting the 
motion re. feasibility study on extending the Greenway, requesting a timeline on completion and that 
results are brought back to Council. 

Item 
No. 1 



Cllr. O’Donnell said he has had several representations regarding the need for traffic calming on the N25 
at Grange. 
Cllr. Whelan welcomed Sinead Breathnach to meeting. 
Cllr. Geoghegan requested a meeting with TII to highlight local priority issues. He asked for an update on 
the housing development in Kilrush and requested that Sustainable Energy Ireland is invited to make a 
presentation to the members. 
Cllr. Nugent stated the issue with the corridor services on the Youghal Road remains. 
Cllr. Cronin supported Cllr. O’Donnell’s concerns re. traffic calming at Grange stating that there is a need 
for a calming zone, he also looked for an update on Kiely’s Cross. 
 
G. Hynes, SE said he will arrange a meeting with TII in Dublin and a delegation will attend. A Speed 
survey was carried out in Cappoquin and results show that traffic management measures are not needed 
they do not have sight lines to put in additional pedestrian crossing. He agrees that the N25 at Grange 
stretch is an issue and have raised it with TII, their view is not enough development in the area to justify 
measures, it can be raised at delegation meeting with TII. He confirmed that there is not enough traffic 
movements on the Youghal Road to justify change on junction, they will be setting back the boundary at 
Kiely’s Cross which will improve sight lines. 
S. Breathnach, AO stated the Kilrush site re-opened on 14th May and works have recommenced. 
Corporate will arrange presentation with Sustainable Energy Ireland. 
 
3. PLANNING 

 
(a) Planning Lists – noted 
 
(b) Unfinished Housing Estates - noted 
 
Also requested an update on Cois Brid  
Cllr. Whelan asked for layout and alignment of housing estates report to be amended. 
G. Hynes, SE will revert re. Cois Brid. 
 
 
4. PROGRESS REPORTS 
  
(a) Planning 
 
Cllr. Tobin asked where a company is looking for planning permission bordering 2 counties do they have 
to apply to both local authorities simultaneously. Issue with the zoning of land for inappropriate 
development needs to be reviewed. 
Cllr. Pratt asked can zoning of lands be changed if sufficient reasons in place. 
H. O’Brien, EP said it depends on the type and nature of application as strategic infrastructure goes 
directly to An Bord Pleanala. There is no obligation for applications to be lodged together. There are 
many issues regarding zoning which will be addressed by the Development Plan. 
Cllr. O’Donnell asked how old is the current Development Plan and why we are still operating under a 
number of plans. 
H. O’Brien EP said that due to planning hierarchy and the amalgamation we have to wait until Regional 
Spatial Development Frameworks are completed and therefore we are obliged to hold until draft is 
available, draft is due to be issued in early summer. 
Cllr. Geoghegan agrees regarding the issues in delay in getting new Development Plan. 
 
(b) Roads/Infrastructure 
 
Cllr. Pratt said that there is inconsistency with the speed signs on the Tallow/Fermoy Road as one section 
says 100Km and the other 80Km. 
G. Hynes, SE said he will review the signs. 
Cllr. Nugent asked when the LIS Scheme works will start and how many were not successful. 



Cllr. Whelan said there was confusion as to which estates grass cutting is carried out in by the Council 
and can she be provided with a list of these estates.  The fisherman in Ardmore were enquiring about 
having CCTV cameras and lights erected on Ardmore Pier. Enquired if the Safety Audit has been 
received for the Square and has there been an increase on trips/falls submitted to the Council.  
Highlighted that the footpaths in Congress Villa’s have only had patching work carried out. 
 
G. Hynes, SE said they received €282,000 for the LIS scheme, 12 schemes have been selected which 
will commence in June.  There are 30 applicants on the secondary list, half of which are in the 
Dungarvan/Lismore area. Security cameras are not in the Roads programme and there is no budget for 
them. The contractor hasn’t completed all snags for the Square so work is not fully closed out once 
completed the safety audit will be done and he will get information on slips/trips. 
J. McGrath confirmed work is being carried out on footpaths, will clarify areas of patching with Cllr. 
Whelan. 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan complemented the presentation regarding the reporting of public lighting.  The car park 
at Garvey’s is empty at weekends and could the Council contact them about opening at night to help 
alleviate parking problems. Enquired if the Council recovered the costs associated with the removal of the 
boat dumped in Baile na nGall. 
Cllr. O’Donnell said the ramps in Mary Street are too high and are dangerous to public; there should also 
be lighting on the crossings. 
 
G. Hynes, SE welcomed positive feedback regarding the public lighting reporting system. He will engage 
with Garvey’s to see if it is an option and he wrote to the owner of the boat under the Roads Act asking 
him to remove it but that failed so the Local Authority removed it and have written to the owner to recoup 
the costs. As previously advised The Square is a shared space (equal rights to all using the space), it is a 
different and new concept that people need to get used to it, he will not be putting lights at crossing. The 
speed ramp outside the Bank has been revised and will address the one in the middle of Mary Street. 
 
Cllr. Tobin asked if the Council wanted to introduce short term parking would we need new byelaws and 
who enforces byelaws outside of area covered by traffic wardens. The lights on the pier in Ballinacourty 
are not turned on. 
G. Hynes, SE said yes new byelaws would be needed with public consultation, the Traffic Wardens 
enforce the byelaws. 
J. McGrath will follow up on the lights. 
Cllrs. O’Donnell and Tobin congratulated G. Hynes and J. Harty on the works done in Clashmore and 
also thanked the landowner for provision of land. 
G. Hynes, SE acknowledged the landowner for giving the land at no cost. 
 
 
(c)  Housing 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked about the Traveller encampment at Springmount roundabout, a number of 
families have moved back to the halting site but a number still remain. He stated that it is unacceptable 
that the unofficial encampment remains and the issue needs to be resolved.   
Cllrs. Tobin, O’Donnell & Nugent supports Cllr. Geoghegan stating significant money has been spent on 
the Halting site over the years, a lot of noise being generated at the unofficial site and there are issues 
with dogs causing danger at roundabout. 
Cllr. Whelan asked is the tendering process for the houses in Ballinroad nearly completed, what is the 
position with insulation grants for Council houses and what number of Housing Adaptation grants 
applications were received this year. 
Cllr. Pratt requested an update on Ballinroad. 
Cllr. Geoghegan looked for an update on the proportion of gardens being taken in Ballinroad. 
S. Breathnach, AO said it is an ongoing issue regarding Traveller accommodation, mediators are in place 
to resolve, she notes concerns but asks for patience with the process. Stage 3 for Ballinroad has been 
approved and tender stage to be pursued, commencement will be in Quarter 3. She will get information 



on purchase of gardens in Ballinroad and will send out information on Insulation Grants. No Housing 
Adaptation Grant applications have been received for the Dungarvan/Lismore area this year. 
Cllr. Geoghegan asked had there been changes regarding Convent Lodge development as people are 
now signing up for long term contracts where it was supposed to be a short term measure. Can Focus 
Ireland come into the Council and give a presentation as information is needed as to how Convent Lodge 
is being run.  Also issue where temporary clothes line facilities being erected in play area.  
S. Breathnach, A/O notes issues and stated the accommodation is for both transitional and long term 
needs.  She will report directly to Focus Ireland regarding clothes line being put up in play area. 
 
(d)  Environment 
 
Cllr. Tobin congratulated C. Power, Environmental Inspector regarding quick response to dumping issue 
in Old Parish. 
Cllr. Cronin said there is an ongoing problem with dumping and thanked C. Power for continuously 
addressing this. 
Cllr. Nugent commended the Community Council in Clashmore who are constantly doing clean ups. 
Cllr. O’Donnell requested an update on pier in Helvic Head and were the OPW contacted to look for 
finance to improve access for boats. Cllr. Cronin said this was previously requested. 
G. Hynes, SE said as previously advised significant investment is needed, OPW have been contacted 
and he is awaiting response. He will revert back once he has the meeting with the OPW. 
Cllr. Whelan questioned the different types of register of electors forms issued for the Referendum and 
people concerned that submitted incorrect forms.  She supported the concerns raised regarding illegal 
dumping, it will continue to increase, she also welcomed the SEAI grant schemes. 
 
R. Moloney, SEO said grass cutting is a pre merger legacy issue, traditionally the town council would 
have cut all grass but post merger we do not cut grass in new private estates.  Where estates that are 
taken in charge have contacted the Council we have provided support and lawnmowers so that they can 
undertake the work themselves.  Environment SPC to review current practices so that there is a 
consistent policy across the County. 
F. Reidy, A/DOS said all register of electors forms were accepted and added to Register of Electors, there 
were over 3,700 forms received. He acknowledged staff who worked long hours processing forms to 
ensure the Supplementary was up to date.  
 
Cllr. Geoghegan highlighted issues of the Register.ie online system.  
Cllr. Doocey asked that there should be a system in place that when you turn 18 you automatically go on 
the Register, requested a letter is sent to the Department to highlight issues. Automatic registration was 
supported by Cllr. Whelan.  
Cllr. Pratt acknowledges the work done on the Register of Electors. 
Cllr. Tobin said we need to keep constant adverts re registering on the Register regardless of election 
times and referendums, there is also an issue re deceased people not being removed. 
 
F. Reidy, A/DOS acknowledged points regarding register and will engage with Franchise with 
recommendations.  
R. Moloney, SEO acknowledged points raised regarding C. Power and will pass then on. The SEAI grants 
have been re-launched and information will be on website and social media. 
 
(e)  Arts & Culture 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan requested that the Town Hall Theatre in Dungarvan is painted.  
Cllr. Nugent thanked the organising committee regarding the Darkness into Light Walk and the turnout. 
 
F. Reidy, A/DOS confirmed he will seek tenders for painting the Theatre and Arts Centre. 
 
 
 
 



5. Realignment of Cushcam Part VIII – Commencement of Process 
 
G. Hynes advised re commencement of Part VIII process, proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan, seconded by 
Cllr. Nugent and agreed. 
 
Cllr. Nugent, Geoghegan, Cronin said sightlines need to be improved and re-alignment of road needs to 
be looked at for junction at Wood Road. 
G. Hynes, SE said the work will include an alignment of the road down to Garranbane which will enable 
better manoeuvring for vehicles, sightlines will be significantly improved. He acknowledges point, plans 
will be put on display and welcomes submissions. 
Cllr. Doocey acknowledges junction needs to be done right and welcomes start of process. 
 
6. Control of Parking Byelaws 
 
Control of Parking Byelaws were proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan, seconded by Cllr. Tobin and agreed. 
 
7. Correspondence 
 
None 
  
8. Notice of Motion 
 
None 
 
9. A.O.B 
 
Cllr. Geoghegan welcomes GDPR training for Councillors and stated he will be informing the Council in 
writing that he is satisfied for his details to be given out to the public. 
Cllr. O’Donnell raised concerns regarding the use of the Local Link buses and how it is being promoted 
for bringing people to the pub.  
Cllr. Pratt said he hopes that it does not take from the rural areas and the service has a place for other 
things like bringing people to the cinema etc. 
Cllr. Tobin said he is Chairman of the Local Link and it is a great service for Waterford. The local link is to 
assist with rural isolation and we need to be trying to counteract the incorrect perception, the idea is about 
bringing people to mass, cinema etc and not about taking people to the pub. 
Cllrs. Cronin and Geoghegan agree with the positives of the rural bus link and providing people with 
access to services, Cllr. Geoghegan stated that it’s wrong for the media/Minister to promote the extension 
of times it operates as a drink link. 
Cllr. Pratt asked if the Local Link could be invited to present on the service they provide. 
Cllr. Doocey stated we need to promote the Deise Link. 
 
 
 
This concluded the business of the meeting. 
 
 
Signed:_____________________ Cathaoirleach  Dated:_______________________ 
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